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its own individuality, provided only that this did not inter-
fere with English trade. And the prosperity of this trade
was best assured, if peace were never established on the
Continent, if the economic forces of the continental nations
were exhausted by civil wars. With so much the greater
freedom could the fortunate island extend that command of
the sea, which she regarded as her natural right. To the
cosmopolitan doctrine of a legitimate royal prerogative,
Canning opposed with firmness and decision the calm state-
ment, that the harmony of the political world is as little dis-
turbed by a variety in the forms of States as the harmony
of the physical world is by the diverse dimensions of the
planets. Towards the Spanish he observed the principle
which Londonderry had expressed in a posthumous note :
that England must never allow the court of Paris the right
of entry into Spain, or a permanent influence in the Iberian
Peninsula. But how much more favourable was England's
position now than it had been a year ago.

" At Troppau and Laibach1 Castlereagh had fought alone,
with his left arm, since he himself was strongly in favour
of the intervention of Austria in Italian affairs, and only dis-
approved the doctrinaire manifestoes of the Eastern powers.
In regard to the Spanish question,2 on the other hand,
Canning could pronounce a cold and unconditional negative ;
and he was all the more firmly resolved on this point, since
he judged the great European alliance with complete open-
mindedness. Londonderry never had the courage to formally
break away from the great Alliance. His successor regarded
it as a fetter on England, especially as England, departing
from her original purpose, was only as yet concerning

1 At the Conference of Troppau (1820) Austria, Prussia, and Russia
combined together, ignoring England and France, to prevent revolutions
in the minor European States from becoming a menace to the stability of
other States. At Laibach (1821) the debates of Troppau were continued ;
the three Eastern powers hoped to obtain for Austria a mandate to deal
with the Neapolitan revolution. Castlereagh (then Lord Stewart) re^sted
the Eastern powers at both conferences.

* A military revolt had broken out in Spain in 1820, under General
Quiroga. The rebels demanded the restoration of the Constitution of 1812.